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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Application Papers 
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f DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 15, 16, 18-22 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 

paragraph, as being indefinite forfaiting to particularly point out and distinctly 

claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

It is unclear in claim 15 line 23 how the claimed second communication link is 
"independent" of the first communication link claimed on line 16 as they both have a 
path that travels between the Internet access server and the financial server. 

It is unclear in claim 15 line 27 claiming customer subscriber identifier without 
personal financial information. This is unclear as the subscriber identifier is personal 
financial information of the customers. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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3. Claims 15, 16 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Credits and Debits on the Internet (CD). 

Credits and Debits (CD) on the Internet discloses a computer based system for 
conducting online purchase transactions between a merchant and a customer of the 
merchant, the merchant and the customer being independent subscribers of a financial 
service (CD discloses on page 25 an online purchase/payment system called First 
Virtual which merchants and customers subscribe to for financial services), comprising: 

an Internet access server (such as the participating merchant's server); 

a financial server (First Virtual server which processes transactions using the 
customers account number, an amount of the transaction ("purchase transaction 
information") and the merchant's identifier in order to know where to transfer the funds 
to. Customer and merchant inherently have separate accounts with First virtual and 
therefore would have a different ID); 

a merchant host computer connected to the financial server via the internet 
server via a first independent communication link (Such as a merchant's computer 
system which users access via the merchant's server to obtain purchase information, 
such as a price, used in transactions. Merchant's inherently have computers attached 
to their servers to carry out the storage of sales data, calculate taxes due and to 
process purchase transactions. Merchants connect to the First Virtual server via the 
merchant's server.); 

a customer computer terminal connected to the financial server via a second 
communication link independent of the first communication link (As it is unclear if the 
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Applicant is claiming a link via the internet access server, or not, as linking thru the 
internet access server would not me "independent" of the first communication link which 
comprises this link, the CD reference discloses the customer computer terminal linked 
to the financial server via an independent link when the First Virtual server sends or 
receives from the customer computer an approval message asking if they are willing to 
pay or not), the customer computer terminal connected through the Internet access 
server to the merchant computer (Such as when customers obtain purchase information 
from the merchant's computers via the merchant's server to get product information, 
prices, and other information related to a purchase. Merchant's inherently have 
computers attached to their servers to carry out the storage of sales data, calculate 
taxes due and to process purchase transactions.), the customer computer terminal 
having processing means to generate the purchase transaction information including 
the customer subscriber identifier without personal financial information at the merchant 
host computer (customers computer processes the subscriber account ID and price); 

the merchant computer processing a purchase transaction by transmitting 
purchasing information as generated by the customer via the first communication link 
through the Internet access server between the merchant computer and the financial 
server (The merchant connects to the First Virtual server to verify the ID which 
inherently includes an amount as the customer later is asked if they are willing to pay or 
not.); 

the financial server processes the purchase transaction information in correlation 
with the customer's account information and the merchant's account information (First 
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Virtual processes the purchase transaction information in correlation to the customer's 
account information, such as the customer's credit card, and the merchant's account 
information in order to know where to transfer the funds); 

the customer computer terminal completes the purchase transaction by 
transmitting, independent of the merchant, an acceptance of the purchase transaction 
information via the second communication link (Customer's computer completes the 
transaction by transmitting a reply indicating "yes" to the First Virtual server which is via 
a second communication link that is independent of the merchant); 

(Regarding claim 16) processing means in the financial server for causing the 
server to transfer a value between the customer account and the merchant account, 
where the value is a function of a purchase amount for an item purchased (First Virtual 
completes the payment from the customer's credit card to the merchant); and 

(Regarding claim 27) where the acceptance is transmitted in response to a 
notification from the financial server relating to the purchase transaction (Customer's 
computer completes the transaction by transmitting a reply indicating "yes" in response 
to the First Virtual server request). 

Claim Rejections ~ 35 USC § 103 

, 4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 18-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Credits and Debits on the Internet (CD) in view of Microsoft Computer 
Dictionary. 

Credits and Debits discloses the claimed system but is silent regarding the use of 
digital signatures and digital certificates. Microsoft Computer Dictionary discloses, on 
pages 138 and 139, that it is known in the art to provide a digital certificate and a digital 
signature to ensure the legitimate online transfer of confidential information by means of 
public encryption technology and that digital signatures are used to encrypt messages 
before transmission and to decrypt them on receipt. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the 
communication between customer and merchant's computers and the central 
processing station of Credits and Debits with the digital certificate and digital signatures 
of Microsoft Computer Dictionary, in order to ensure legitimate transfer of confidential 
information thru encryption technology. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 15, 16, 18-22 and 27 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Elaine Gort whose telephone number is 571/272- 
6781 . The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday and Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on 571/272-6771 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Elaine Gort 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3627 



September 19, 2005 



